
SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, October 15, 2018
2:30 PM

Town Council Chambers

NOTICE:  The video and audio for this meeting are streamed to the public via the internet 
and mobile devices with views that may encompass all areas, participants, and audience 
members.  Please silence all electronic devices during the meeting. 

OPENING / ROLL CALL

PRESENTATION BY SNOW KING ON THE SNOW KING MASTER PLAN
(Public comment will not be taken at this meeting) 

SnowKingMountainTCworkshop101518.pdf

ADJOURN

Please note that at any point during the meeting, the Mayor and Council may change the 
order of items listed on this agenda.  In order to ensure that you are present at the time 
your item of interest is discussed, please join the meeting at the beginning to hear any 
changes to the schedule or agenda.

I.

II.

Documents:

III.

https://www.jacksonwy.gov/3ed6e69d-b64b-49e5-95d3-2816f1a3d3e2


 
 

 
 

PURPOSE OF WORKSHOP ITEM 

The purpose of this item is to provide Council a presentation and question and answer period on the Snow King 
Mountain, Forest Service Projects, submitted to and currently under review by the United States Forest Service 
(USFS). 

There will be no public comment or Council action taken on this item at this meeting. 

DESIRED OUTCOME 

The desired outcome is for Council to have a thorough overview and understanding of the Forest Service 
Projects, submitted to and currently under review by the United States Forest Service (USFS) prior to beginning 
consideration of the Base Area Master Plan amendments by Council on November 13, 2018.  

BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES 

Although staff has provided information on this application previously to Council and scoping comments have 
been provided by Council to the Forest Service (see attached), the applicant has not formally presented the 
application to Council nor has Council had the opportunity to ask the applicant questions on the application to 
date. Council had previously discussed and directed staff to place this item on this agenda with this desired 
purpose and outcome. Staff has attached a summary of the proposal that has been provided previously and a 
link to the Snow King Mountain, 2017 Master Development Plan (previously accepted by the USFS) for 
Council review prior to the meeting. 

ALIGNMENT WITH COUNCIL’S STRATEGIC INTENT 

Economic Sustainability 
This item provides the opportunity to enhance the ski area and grow skier visits. Improvements to the top of the 
mountain may provide the opportunity for increased summer visitation for guests and for small meetings and 
conferences. 

Maintain the Unique Character of Jackson Hole 
Snow King is an important component of Jackson’s Unique Character. It serves as the visual backdrop for our 
community and provides recreation for many community members. Whether skiing on the chairlift or skinning 
or hiking to the top, this area provides a venue for community concerts, farmers markets and other public 
events. 

TOWN COUNCIL 
WORKSHOP AGENDA DOCUMENTATION 

PREPARATION DATE:  October 11, 2018 SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  Planning 
MEETING DATE:  October 15, 2018 DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR:  Tyler Sinclair 

PRESENTER:  Tyler Sinclair 

SUBJECT:  Item P17-074 - Snow King Mountain - Forest Service Projects Presentation 
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STAKEHOLDER ANALYSIS 
 
The stakeholders involved in this issue include Snow King Mountain Recreation, the Town of Jackson 
organization, all patrons and users of Snow King Mountain, and the community at large.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
None at this time 
 
STAFF IMPACT 
 
The staff impact will be significant by many Town/County Departments reviewing and making 
recommendations on the proposed plans. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES 
 
Not applicable at this time. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
• United States Forest Service Project Overview letter dated August 3, 2018 
• Town of Jackson Scoping Comment, letter dated October 2, 2018 
• Link to the Snow King Mountain, 2017 Master Development Plan  

https://snowkingmountain.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2017-accepted-master-development-plan.pdf 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Council provide staff direction on the proposed requests. 
 
SUGGESTED MOTIONS 

 
None 
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October I, 2018

United States Forest Service
Bridger-Teton National Forest
Patricia O'Connor, Forest Supervisor
Mary Moore, District Ranger
PO Box 1888
Jackson, WY 83001

RE: Town ofJackson Scoping Comments - Snow King Mountain Resort
On-Mountain lmprovementsProject Proposal

Dear Ms. O'Connor and Ms. Moore.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and for extending the scoping period comment deadline

As the Forest Service begins its analysis of Snow King's proposed on-mountain improvements, we ask that you
consider the Jackson-Teton County Comprehensive PIan, 6dopted in 2012 to balance development with
environinental stewardship and community character. The vision statement is: "Preserve and protect the area's
ecosystem in order to ensure a healthy environment, community and economy for cutrent and future generations."

Regarding the proposed action, the Town ofJackson asks th-at the environmental analysis address impacts ofeach
proposed element on wildlife and habitat and provide altematives, particularly for the boundary expansions and
facilities proposed on the summit. The Town's Comprehensive Plan is centered on providing balance between the
three common values of Ecosystem Stewardship, Growth Management and Quality'of Life. Specifically, our
Comprehensive Plan lays out the following goals for Ecosystem Stewardship: maintain healthy populations of all
native species, preserve and enhance water and air quality, maintain the scenic resources of the community, and
protect and steward open space. Related to Growth Management and Quality of Life, the analysis ofeach element
ofthe proposal should also address additional needs for parking and employee housing, as these will have impacts
on the Town. The Town recommends that you provide a variety of altematives that attempt to balance these
Common Values as your review process moves forward.

Of further concern are the proposed access road across the north face of the mountain and the proposed gondola
and zip line along the Exhibition run from the summit to base. Construction ofthe access road raises concems about
potential rock slides,.landslides and avalanches, as well as visual impacts to the community. The proposed zip line
may further erode community character, create parking challenges, impact Phil Baux Park and create noise impacts
for neighbors. Furthermore, the town may not approve a landing site on town land at the base. For these proposed
features, the Forest Service should include a range of alternatives, including using.the existing access road on the
south side ofthe mountain. a no-action altemative and other possible alignments.. Also, the range of altematives for
development should include a net-zero increase ofcurrent resort boundary acreage. In addition, the Town asks the

P.O. Box 1687 . Jackson, Wyoming 83001 . 307-733 -3932 Fax 3O'l -'7 39-09 19 . www.ci jackson.wy.us21
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Forest to consider possible impacts and different alternatives for the proposed additional lighting for night skiing
as this may impact the Town's dark sky goals and impact surrounding neighbors.

Additionally, the Town-commissioned Snow King Stakeholder's group identified the following list of interests that
we think should be considered and balanced during the review ofalternatives:

Conservation of wildlife habitat and wildlands

Ecbnomic viability of Snow King Mountain recreation and resort area

Diversity of year-round recreational opportunities for diverse user groups

Community acoessibility and affordability

Preservation ofthe cultural, environmental, and historical character ofJackson

Prioritization of community safety

Availability of high-quality facilities

Minimized impacts to the surrounding areas

Consideration of impacts to infrastructure and services, both positive and negative

Balanced impacts ofdevelopment and touridm on the community, both positive and negative, that can serve
as a model for others

Consideration of community-wide educational opportunities

Consideration for holding events

Broadened appeal ofthe offerings and amenities at Snow King Mountain

Clear and concise guiding documents to clariry rights, responsibilities, and aicountability for all parties
involved in the future of Snow King Mountain

Maintained and enhanced world-class training and facilities .

Prioritization of environmental sustainability

Thank
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look forward to working with the Forest Service on the next steps in the process.
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